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A photograph showing a horned drag queen reading a picture book to children at a Long

Beach public library event is one of the latest images to generate controversy.

The person shown in the image is Xochi Mochi, who posted the photo on her Instagram

account on Saturday afternoon, the same day Long Beach Public Library’s online calendar

shows an event called Drag Queen Story Hour was scheduled to have taken place at

Michelle Obama Neighborhood Library in North Long Beach.

Commentators in conservative news and social media have since attacked Xochi Mochi’s

appearance. World Net Daily on Monday published an article headlined “drag-queen demon

reads to kids at Michelle Obama library.” The American Conservative ran a post Tuesday

under the words “Children’s story time in Weimer America,” a likely reference to the

anything-goes culture prevailing in interwar Germany before the rise of the Nazi Party.

Locally, CBS 2 news covered the reaction to the event in the context of a Southern California

political race after GOP congressional candidate Omar Navarro tweeted a picture of Xochi

Mochi below the words, “Demonic teachings alive in Long Beach. I’m outraged they would

allow this.”

Federal Election Commission records show Navarro is raising money to challenge longtime

Democratic incumbent Maxine Waters in the 43rd Congressional District.

Long Beach Library Services Director Glenda Williams said Tuesday that the city had not

hosted a Drag Queen Story Hour prior to this past Saturday’s event. She didn’t say explicitly

whether another event of that nature may take place at a Long Beach library branch in the

future.

“We will continue to have events that have inclusiveness for the entire community,”

Williams said.

Xochi Mochi’s own social media posts regarding the event, including an Instagram post

describing her own enthusiasm for her time at the library, were still online as of Tuesday

“It’s so important to have representation and normalize all the letters in LGBTQIA+ in

everyday lives,” she wrote on Instagram. “I saw so many excited faces it filled my heart with

so much joy and hope to come back again soon!”

On Instagram, Xochi Mochi describes herself not as a demon, but as a “Los Angeles based

Killer Klown from Outer Space.” That’s a reference to a comedic 1988 movie in which the

titular Killer Klowns invade an American town.

Long Beach Library’s official Twitter account does not show a photo of Xochi Mochi. On

Facebook, library officials published a statement on the controversy.

“The storytime was very well attended, with 60-70 people in attendance,” the post read.

“Unfortunately, the social media post the City of Long Beach Public Library shared to

celebrate LBGTQ History Month received several hateful and harmful comments to the

LGBTQ community, mostly from those outside of Long Beach, and ultimately the City

decided to remove the post as it was no longer a productive conversation.”

Williams said it was her understanding that Drag Queen Story Hour was well received

among people who were present for the event.

“The people that attended the program said it was a really great program,” she said.

Long Beach isn’t the only city where similar events have taken place. The library system

credits Michelle Tea and Radar Productions of San Francisco with creating the Drag Queen

Story Hour concept.

“In spaces like this, kids are able to see people who defy rigid gender restrictions and

imagine a world where people can present as they wish, where dress up is real,” reads a

statement on Drag Queen Story Hour’s webpage. Organizers advertise the possibility of

story hour events in Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York City and northern New Jersey.

Michelle Obama Neighborhood Library opened in September 2016, replacing a vacant

movie theater at 5870 Atlantic Ave. The library is in the city’s Ninth Council District,

represented by Councilman Rex Richardson.

Richardson said library staffers made the right call in deleting a social media post

showcasing Xochi Mochi’s appearance, given a plethora of derogatory and offensive replies.

He also said he didn’t want to see library staffers be villainized over Saturday’s event.

“Frankly, I just don’t like the kids or the library, which represents so much good stuff, to be

politicized,” Richardson.

The councilman also said he would expect LGBTQ events to be welcome at the city’s library

system in the future.

“If the LGBTQ community wants to have activities at our libraries, they’re more than

welcome,” he said. “It’s a public institution that represents everyone.”

 

Originally Published: October 17, 2017 at 12:12 PM PDT



MORE IN LOCAL NEWS

2017October 17

Terms of Use Cookie Policy Cookie Preferences California Notice at Collection Notice of Financial Incentive

Do Not Sell/Share My Personal Information Arbitration Powered by WordPress.com VIP Copyright © 2025 MediaNews Group

 All Sections Subscribe Log in


Monday, April 21st 2025
e-Edition Local News

San Fernando Valley Los Angeles Los Angeles County

News

Crime and Public Safety

Election

Investigative Reporting

Politics

Health

Environment

Business

Best Reviews

Housing

Jobs

Weather

Local News

San Fernando Valley

Los Angeles

Los Angeles County

Sports

High School Sports

Lakers

Clippers

LA Sparks

Dodgers

Angels

College Sports

UCLA Sports

USC Sports

Rams

Chargers

Kings

Ducks

Olympics

Boxing/MMA

Soccer

Horse Racing

Things To Do

Restaurants Food and Drink

Movies

Amusement Parks

Music + Concerts

Theater

TV and Streaming

Home + Garden

Travel

Comics

Daily News Store

Events

Obituaries

News Obituaries

Place an Obituary

Opinion

Editorials

Opinion Columns

Commentary

Letters to the Editor

Editorial Board

Endorsements

Paid Content by Brandpoint



52°F

TRENDING: Vote for Readers Choice Tariffs news Man struck, killed by big rig LACo tax deadline is Oct. 15 Trump news

What are we teaching kids in school? Demonic
teachings alive in Long Beach. I’m outraged they
would allow this. pic.twitter.com/Q72nhnWbBo
— Carter Hughes (@itscarterhughes) October 16, 2017

By signing up, you agree to our Terms of Use, Privacy Policy, and to receive emails from Los Angeles Daily News.

The Localist: Our best stories about your local area, handpicked by editors each day.

Email address SIGN UP

MOST POPULAR

1
Coachella 2025: Green Day, Charli
xcx and Ed Sheeran highlight day
2, weekend 2

2 Kings ‘gambled and won’ trading
for Andrei Kuzmenko

3 Man shot and killed in Van Nuys
parking lot

4 Van Nuys man pleads guilty to
federal computer spyware charge

5
Gabriel Fernandez, 8, was
tortured to death. His mother
didn’t like her life sentence. This is
what a judge had to say.

6
21-year-old Winnetka man killed
after exiting wrecked pickup on
210 Freeway in Glendora

7
Santa Anita horse racing
consensus picks for Sunday, April
20, 2025

8
Swanson: Don’t overreact, but
Lakers’ Game 1 loss left a lot to be
desired

9
Lakers not overreacting to
Game 1 blowout loss to
Timberwolves

10
Easter jokes combined with
marijuana faux holiday 4/20
creates controversy on Twitter

Message of hope rises from San
Diego’s EarthFest — despite the
din of jets passing overhead

SUBSCRIBER ONLY

Pomona pride as city will be first-
time Olympic venue in 2028

Magnitude 5.2 earthquake
northeast of San Diego shakes
most of Southern California

At Monterey Park’s Cherry
Blossom Festival, it’s about
community

Sign Up For Newsletters

e-Edition

Breaking News

Corrections

Local Job Board

Daily News Store

Privacy Policy

Accessibility

About Southern California News
Group

MediaNews Group

Work With Us

News Archive

Reader’s Choice

Live Traffic Map

Newspapers in Education

Sponsor a Student

Classified

Legals

Obituary

Get in Touch with a Marketing
Strategist

Request Media Kit

Creative Services

Content Marketing

Photo Reprints

Sponsored Access

LOCAL NEWS

Long Beach library hosts Drag Queen Story Hour, controversy ensues

Read More

00:00 02:00

   

SUBSCRIBE

CONTACT US

ABOUT DAILY NEWS PARTNERS

MARKETPLACE

ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

READER REWARDS

Se connecter avec Google

Connectez-vous à
dailynews.com avec votre
compte Google
Plus besoin de mémoriser vos
mots de passe. Connexion
simple, rapide et sécurisée.

Continuer

ONLY $1 FOR 1 YEAR
Hurry, this deal won't last!

SAVE NOWFLASH SALE!



We'd like to send you some notifications

Notifications can be turned off anytime from browser
settings

AllowDismiss

https://www.dailynews.com/author/andrew-edwards/
mailto:aedwards@scng.com
https://www.instagram.com/p/BaPjGQyH6Q0/
http://www.wnd.com/2017/10/drag-queen-demon-reads-to-kids-at-michelle-obama-library/
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/dreher/children-story-time-weimar-america-drag-queen/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2017/10/16/draq-queen-library-lgtbq-kids/#.WeVURhL3Zso.twitter
https://www.dragqueenstoryhour.org/
http://www.presstelegram.com/2016/12/30/readership-at-north-long-beach-library-grows-by-175-after-councilmans-challenge/
http://www.presstelegram.com/2016/03/12/spire-from-historic-atlantic-theater-tops-off-new-north-long-beach-library/
https://www.dailynews.com/sitemap/2017/
https://www.dailynews.com/sitemap/2017/10/
https://www.dailynews.com/sitemap/2017/10/17/
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/cookie-policy/
https://www.dailynews.com/2017/10/17/long-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues/#
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/privacy-policy/#911-notice-at-collection-the-personal-information-that-we-collect
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/privacy-policy/#916-notice-of-financial-incentive
https://www.dailynews.com/2017/10/17/long-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues/#
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/arbitration/
http://vip.wordpress.com/
https://www.socalnewsgroup.com/
https://skyline.studio/
https://www.digitalfirstmedia.com/
https://checkout.dailynews.com/?g2i_or_o=Internt5&g2i_or_p=MG2NAV&g2i_source=SB&g2i_medium=nav2&g2i_campaign=nav&returnUrl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.dailynews.com%252F2017%252F10%252F17%252Flong-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues%252F%253FnewUser%253Dtrue
https://www.dailynews.com/login?returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2F2017%2F10%2F17%2Flong-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues%2F
http://www.accuweather.com/en/us/los-angeles-ca/90012/current-weather/37845_pc?lang=en-us&partner=mng_3
https://enewspaper.dailynews.com/
https://www.dailynews.com/local-news/
https://www.dailynews.com/location/california/los-angeles-county/san-fernando-valley/
https://www.dailynews.com/location/california/los-angeles-county/los-angeles/
https://www.dailynews.com/location/california/los-angeles-county/
https://www.dailynews.com/news/
https://www.dailynews.com/news/crime-public-safety/
https://www.dailynews.com/news/politics/election/
https://www.dailynews.com/tag/investigation
https://www.dailynews.com/news/politics/
https://www.dailynews.com/news/health/
https://www.dailynews.com/news/environment/
https://www.dailynews.com/business/
https://www.dailynews.com/best-reviews/
https://www.dailynews.com/news/housing/
https://www.dailynews.com/tag/jobs
https://www.dailynews.com/news/weather/
https://www.dailynews.com/local-news/
https://www.dailynews.com/location/california/los-angeles-county/san-fernando-valley/
https://www.dailynews.com/location/california/los-angeles-county/los-angeles/
https://www.dailynews.com/location/california/los-angeles-county/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/high-school-sports/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/nba/lakers/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/nba/clippers/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/wnba/la-sparks/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/mlb/los-angeles-dodgers/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/mlb/los-angeles-angels/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/college-sports/
https://www.dailynews.com/tag/ucla-sports/
https://www.dailynews.com/tag/usc-sports/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/nfl/los-angeles-rams/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/nfl/los-angeles-chargers/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/nhl/los-angeles-kings/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/nhl/anaheim-ducks/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/olympics/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/boxing-mma/
https://www.dailynews.com/sports/soccer/
https://www.dailynews.com/tag/horse-racing/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/restaurants-food-drink/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/movies/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/amusement-parks/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/music-concerts/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/theater/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/tv-streaming/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/home-garden/
https://www.dailynews.com/things-to-do/travel/
https://comicskingdom.com/?utm_source=dfm
https://store.dailynews.com/?utm_campaign=evergreen&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=edit-nav&utm_content=&utm_term=
https://www.dailynews.com/events/
https://www.dailynews.com/obituaries/
https://www.dailynews.com/news/news-obituaries/
https://www.scngobits.com/
https://www.dailynews.com/opinion/
https://www.dailynews.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.dailynews.com/opinion/opinion-columnists/
https://www.dailynews.com/opinion/commentary/
https://www.dailynews.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.dailynews.com/editorial-board/
https://www.dailynews.com/opinion/endorsements/
https://www.dailynews.com/sponsor-content-hub/?ntv_adpz=4050
https://www.dailynews.com/
https://www.dailynews.com/2024/06/18/readers-choice-awards/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/03/13/economy-news/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/13/man-who-reportedly-left-suv-is-killed-by-big-rig-on-5-freeway-in-sun-valley/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/14/april-tax-deadline-is-actually-oct-15-for-los-angeles-county-residents-2/
https://www.dailynews.com/2023/06/09/trump-tag-page-redirect/
https://t.co/Q72nhnWbBo
https://twitter.com/itscarterhughes/status/919716882638192640?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/terms-of-use/?G2I_ActionId=121899&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2F2017%2F10%2F17%2Flong-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues%2F%3FclearUserState%3Dtrue
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/privacy-policy/?G2I_ActionId=121899&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2F2017%2F10%2F17%2Flong-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues%2F%3FclearUserState%3Dtrue
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/20/coachella-2025-green-day-charli-xcx-and-ed-sheeran-highlight-day-2-weekend-2/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/19/kings-gambled-and-won-trading-for-andrei-kuzmenko/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/19/man-shot-and-killed-in-van-nuys-parking-lot/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/17/van-nuys-man-pleads-guilty-to-federal-computer-spyware-charge/
https://www.dailynews.com/2021/06/01/no-re-sentencing-for-mother-of-gabriel-fernandez-8-in-palmdale-boys-torture-murder/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/19/21-year-old-winnetka-man-killed-after-exiting-wrecked-pickup-on-210-freeway-in-glendora/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/20/santa-anita-horse-racing-consensus-picks-for-sunday-april-20-2025/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/19/swanson-dont-overreact-but-lakers-game-1-loss-left-a-lot-to-be-desired/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/20/lakers-not-overreacting-to-game-1-blowout-loss-to-timberwolves/
https://www.dailynews.com/2014/04/18/easter-jokes-combined-with-marijuana-faux-holiday-420-creates-controversy-on-twitter/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/19/message-of-hope-rises-from-san-diegos-earthfest-despite-the-din-of-jets-passing-overhead/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/19/message-of-hope-rises-from-san-diegos-earthfest-despite-the-din-of-jets-passing-overhead/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/17/pomona-pride-as-city-will-be-first-time-olympic-venue-in-2028/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/17/pomona-pride-as-city-will-be-first-time-olympic-venue-in-2028/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/14/magnitude-5-2-earthquake-near-julian-jolts-san-diego-county-and-beyond/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/14/magnitude-5-2-earthquake-near-julian-jolts-san-diego-county-and-beyond/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/13/at-monterey-parks-cherry-blossom-festival-its-about-community/
https://www.dailynews.com/2025/04/13/at-monterey-parks-cherry-blossom-festival-its-about-community/
https://www.dailynews.com/
https://myaccount.dailynews.com/ladn/preference
https://enewspaper.dailynews.com/
https://myaccount.dailynews.com/ladn/preference
https://www.dailynews.com/tag/corrections/
https://careers.socalnewsgroup.com/
https://store.dailynews.com/?utm_campaign=evergreen&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=edit-footer&utm_content=&utm_term=
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/accessibility-statement/
https://www.socalnewsgroup.com/our-company/
https://www.medianewsgroup.com/
https://myworkdaycenter.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/MNG
https://www.dailynews.com/sitemap/
http://dailynews.readerschoice.la/
https://www.dailynews.com/traffic/
https://www.socalnie.com/
https://sponsor.medianewsgroup.com/a/?tag=socal
https://www.socalnewsgroup.com/advertising-solutions/marketplace/
https://scnglacounty.column.us/place
https://www.scngobits.com/
https://www.socalnewsgroup.com/contact-us/
https://www.socalnewsgroup.com/mediakitrequestform/
https://www.socalnewsgroup.com/creative-services/
https://www.socalnewsgroup.com/content-marketing/
https://www.dailynews.com/photo-reprints/
https://access.medianewsgroup.com/d/socal
https://www.dailynews.com/local-news/
https://www.dailynews.com/2017/10/17/long-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.dailynews.com/2017/10/17/long-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://www.dailynews.com/2017/10/17/long-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues/?share=reddit&nb=1
https://www.dailynews.com/2017/10/17/long-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues/#print
https://checkout.dailynews.com/nolandingS2?ofrgp_id=2250&g2i_source=DI&g2i_medium=toaster&g2i_campaign=mg2pw05-FG24&g2i_or_o=Internt5&g2i_or_p=mg2pw05&G2I_ActionId=125028&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2F2017%2F10%2F17%2Flong-beach-library-hosts-drag-queen-story-hour-controversy-ensues%2F%3FclearUserState%3Dtrue

