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Welcome to the year 2030. Welcome to my city - or should I say,
"our city." I don't own anything. I don't own a car. I don't own a
house. I don't own any appliances or any clothes.

It might seem odd to you, but it makes perfect sense for us in
this city. Everything you considered a product, has now become
a service. We have access to transportation, accommodation,
food and all the things we need in our daily lives. One by one all
these things became free, so it ended up not making sense for us
to own much.

First communication became digitized and free to everyone.
Then, when clean energy became free, things started to move
quickly. Transportation dropped dramatically in price. It made
no sense for us to own cars anymore, because we could call a
driverless vehicle or a flying car for longer journeys within
minutes. We started transporting ourselves in a much more
organized and coordinated way when public transport became
easier, quicker and more convenient than the car. Now I can
hardly believe that we accepted congestion and traffic jams, not
to mention the air pollution from combustion engines. What
were we thinking?

Sometimes I use my bike when I go to see some of my friends. I
enjoy the exercise and the ride. It kind of gets the soul to come
along on the journey. Funny how some things seem never seem
to lose their excitement: walking, biking, cooking, drawing and
growing plants. It makes perfect sense and reminds us of how
our culture emerged out of a close relationship with nature.

In our city we don't pay any rent, because someone else is using
our free space whenever we do not need it. My living room is
used for business meetings when I am not there.

Once in a while, I will choose to cook for myself. It is easy - the
necessary kitchen equipment is delivered at my door within
minutes. Since transport became free, we stopped having all
those things stuffed into our home. Why keep a pasta-maker and
a crepe cooker crammed into our cupboards? We can just order
them when we need them.

This also made the breakthrough of the circular economy easier.
When products are turned into services, no one has an interest
in things with a short life span. Everything is designed for
durability, repairability and recyclability. The materials are
flowing more quickly in our economy and can be transformed to
new products pretty easily. Environmental problems seem far
away, since we only use clean energy and clean production
methods. The air is clean, the water is clean and nobody would
dare to touch the protected areas of nature because they
constitute such value to our well-being. In the cities we have
plenty of green space and plants and trees all over. I still do not
understand why in the past we filled all free spots in the city
with concrete.

Shopping? I can't really remember what that is. For most of us,
it has been turned into choosing things to use. Sometimes I find
this fun, and sometimes I just want the algorithm to do it for me.
It knows my taste better than I do by now.

When AI and robots took over so much of our work, we
suddenly had time to eat well, sleep well and spend time with
other people. The concept of rush hour makes no sense
anymore, since the work that we do can be done at any time. I
don't really know if I would call it work anymore. It is more like
thinking-time, creation-time and development-time.

For a while, everything was turned into entertainment and
people did not want to bother themselves with difficult issues. It
was only at the last minute that we found out how to use all
these new technologies for better purposes than just killing time.

My biggest concern is all the people who do not live in our city.
Those we lost on the way. Those who decided that it became too
much, all this technology. Those who felt obsolete and useless
when robots and AI took over big parts of our jobs. Those who
got upset with the political system and turned against it. They
live different kind of lives outside of the city. Some have formed
little self-supplying communities. Others just stayed in the
empty and abandoned houses in small 19th century villages.

Once in a while I get annoyed about the fact that I have no real
privacy. Nowhere I can go and not be registered. I know that,
somewhere, everything I do, think and dream of is recorded. I
just hope that nobody will use it against me.

All in all, it is a good life. Much better than the path we were on,
where it became so clear that we could not continue with the
same model of growth. We had all these terrible things
happening: lifestyle diseases, climate change, the refugee crisis,
environmental degradation, completely congested cities, water
pollution, air pollution, social unrest and unemployment. We
lost way too many people before we realized that we could do
things differently.

This blog was written ahead of the World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting of the Global Future Councils.
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Sony's next-gen WH-1000XM4 is one of the best pairs of headphones, period.  SONY

Apple's AirPods Max could be the best noise cancelling
headphones ever, but they come at a painful price, and Apple
has made it so you can only enjoy all of their features on
approved Apple hardware. If you want that AirPods Max sound
without the heavy price and restrictions, you're in luck! The best
AirPods Max alternatives come with almost everything the
Apple headphones do, but at a fraction of the price.

That doesn't mean sacrificing great features though. The best
AirPods Max alternatives are all excellent noise-canceling
headphones in their own right, offering great audio quality and a
comfortable fit. They don't necessarily tick every box, but some
AirPods Max alternatives have things the Apple headphones
don't, and when you're saving hundreds of dollars too, that's
well worth considering.
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Best AirPods Max Altrnative Overall

Bose Headphones 700

BOSE

Bose Headphones 700 Noise-

Canceling Bluetooth Headphones

(Luxe Silver)

$339 $379 SAVE $40 (11%)

BUY FROM B&H

Before the AirPods Max were released, you'd be hard pressed to
find a pair of noise cancelling headphones that could hold a
candle to the Bose Headphones 700s, let alone beat them. While
there's a debate to be had just how much better the AirPods Max
headphones are than alternatives like these Bose headphones,
it's very competitive.

Sound quality is excellent, with dynamic audio that gives plenty
of punch and volume no matter what you're listening to. The
active noise canceling is a real improvement over previous
generations of Bose headphones too, ensuring that even in noisy
environments you'll be cocooned in your own world of sound.

Battery life in these cans is excellent as well, with the quick
charge function getting you three and a half hours of battery life
from just 15 minutes of charging—great if you need to rush out
the door and can't do without your favorite headphones.
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Best True Wireless AirPods Max

Alternative

Apple AirPods Pro

APPLE

Apple AirPods Pro with Wireless

Charging Case

$220 $250 SAVE $30 (12%)

BUY FROM B&H

If you prefer an earbud design over full-size headphones but
want to retain many of the great Apple AirPods features, the
latest-generation AirPods Pro are some of the best headphones
you can buy. They have exceptional sound quality, excellent
noise cancelling capabilities and are comfortable enough to wear
for hours at a time without issue.

Like the AirPods Max, the AirPods Pro enjoy full integration
with Apple's Siri smart assistant, which can answer questions or
respond to commands to make these earbuds as hands off as it
gets. The built-in microphone isn't just great for picking up voice
commands, either. It also gives you gorgeous quality phone
calls. The noise cancellation helps isolate your voice in the
soundscape, so that those on the other end will have no trouble
hearing what you're saying, wherever you are.

The noise canceling isn't quite as strong as the AirPods Max, but
for less than half the price, you get a pair of headphones which
are very close in features and quality. The AirPods Pro are one of
the best AirPods Max alternatives if you can't justify the sky-
high price tag of the new over-ear set.

Best Noise Canceling Performance

Sony WH-1000XM4

AMAZON

Sony WH-1000XM4 Wireless Noise

Cancelling Headphones

$278 $349 SAVE $71 (20%)

BUY FROM AMAZON

Going toe to toe with the AirPods Max headphones in just about
every way, the Sony WH-1000XM4 noise cancelling headphones
are some of the best headphones you can buy, no matter what
you're looking for, let alone as a prime pick for alternatives to
the AirPods Max. They offer fantastic sound quality, top-notch
active noise canceling and a comfortable design, all at a price
well below that of Apple's flagship headphones—even if they
aren't cheap in their own right.

Building upon the legacy of the WH-1000XM3 headphones,
Sony imbued the latest model with support for multiple
Bluetooth codecs (SBC, AAC, and LDAC), as well as Bluetooth
5.0 and Bluetooth multipoint. There's smart assistant support
with either Google Assistant or Amazon's Alexa—available at
just the touch of a button—and 360-degree sound offers decent
surround sound emulation for immersive movie and TV viewing.

With thicker earcups than their predecessors, the WH-
1000XM4s enjoy better sound isolation, even without noise
canceling enabled, which you might want disable sometimes to
extend battery life. It's around 20 hours with ANC on, but you
could get up to 30 hours without it.

Best Cheap AirPods Max Alternative

Plantronics BackBeat G0 810

AMAZON

Plantronics BackBeat GO 810 Wireless

Headphones, Active Noise Canceling

Over Ear Headphones

$59 - $134

BUY FROM AMAZON

As much as the AirPods Max are expensive (and arguably
overpriced) you do get an extremely high quality pair of
headphones with all sorts of great features. Budget alternatives
like the Plantronics BackBeat Go 810 can't offer the same build
quality, but they do give you active noise cancelling headphones
with decent sound for a tenth of the price.

Connectivity on these headphones is excellent, with seamless
and easy to use Bluetooth and wired connection options. Battery
life is extensive, with some reviewers able to push even beyond
the already impressive 22 hours Plantronics rates them for.

Active noise cancelling isn't as strong as the absolute best
AirPods Max alternatives, but it's pretty good, easily able to
drown out the noise of a coffee shop or airplane engine. Sound
quality is pretty solid too, though it's definitely bass-heavy, so it
will appeal to lovers of certain music genres more than others.

Best Wireless Performance

Sennheiser Momentum 3

AMAZON

Sennheiser Momentum 3 Wireless

Noise Cancelling Headphones

$349 $399 SAVE $50 (13%)

BUY FROM AMAZON

If you like to use a pair of wireless headphones to watch TV or
movies, dialogue lag over Bluetooth can be particularly
problematic. To get around that, you need headphones that
support the lowest latency codecs. With full support for aptX
Low Latency, the Sennheiser Momentum 3 headphones are
excellent for watching your favorite shows and films, even in
noisy environments—voices and explosions will sync perfectly
with the on-screen action.

Build quality on these headphones is top-notch, with the metal
frame offering a sturdy construction that won't creak when you
turn your head. Despite that strength, these headphones are also
exceedingly portable, easily folding away into the bundled cloth
carry case for easy transportation.

The Smart Control app gives you the ability to deeply customize
the sound of these headphones. While the Sennheiser
Momentum 3 sound great straight out of the box, the EQ
adjustment options are excellent, and you can select from one of
three pre-set noise canceling modes which help alleviate all sorts
of external noises. The app will also help you find the
headphones if you ever misplace them, a godsend for the
forgetful.

Best Apple Over-Ear AirPods Max

Alternative

Beats Solo Pro

Best AirPods Max Alternative Overall: Bose
Headphones 700

Best True Wireless Alternative: Apple AirPods Pro

Best Noise-Canceling Performance: Sony WH-
1000XM4

Best Cheap AirPods Max Alternative: Plantronics
BackBeat Go 810

Best Wireless Performance: Sennheiser Momentum
3

Best Apple Over-Ear AirPods Max Alternative:
Beats Solo Pro
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BESTBUY

Beats by Dr. Dre - Solo Pro Matte Red

$179 $299 SAVE $120 (40%)

BUY FROM BESTBUY

For headphones that both stand out and conform to gorgeous
aesthetic trappings, the Beats by Dre Solo Pro headphones are
an excellent option. Clean lines and attractive styling make these
some of the best looking AirPods Max alternatives. They offer a
more affordable on-ear option and take advantage of being
under the Apple umbrella to great effect.

If you like the Beats sound, then the Beats Solo Pro are a must-
listen, as they're some of the best sounding Beats headphones
ever, also adding intuitive button controls for switching between
different audio modes at a touch. Support for Apple's Siri voice
assistant lets you go hands-free if you prefer too. With the
supported AAC Bluetooth codec working best on iPads and
iPhones, Apple users have even more reason to opt for this
particular pair of Beats headphones.

Taking the bass-heavy Beats sound and adding solid noise
cancellation to the mix, the Solo Pro headphones might not be
as capable as the absolute best AirPods Max alternatives, but for
comparably affordable headphones that can also benefit from
the H1 chip found in those high-end Apple headphones, the
Beats Pro are an exciting option.

Should you just buy the AirPods Max?

Although the best AirPods Max alternatives are all excellent
noise cancelling headphones, should you just buy the real thing
if you can afford it? At $550, the AirPods Max are exceedingly
expensive, often twice as much as the nearest competition.
While anyone with a budget would probably do best to look
elsewhere, if you're an Apple user who wants the best
headphones you can buy to use on your iPhone, iPad or Apple
TV, then the AirPods Max are something quite special.

They not only offer the best noise canceling of Apple's AirPods
range, but the audio is excellent, and they automatically pair
with all devices connected to your iCloud account. Movie
watchers can also take advantage of the AirPods Max's Spatial
Audio feature, which uses dynamic head tracking to improve 5.1,
7.1, and Dolby Atmos surround sound for a more immersive
audio experience.

While there are a number of reasons you might not want to be
too loyal to any one brand, those who enjoy Apple's wide range
of gadgets and electronics will get the absolute best experience
with an AirPods Max purchase.

Just how good is active noise cancellation?

Active noise canceling goes way beyond just packing extra thick
foam into the earcups. It works by using an array of
microphones to pick up low-frequency noise and neutralizes it
by playing a sound tuned to counter the environment, effectively
making it hard for external sound to leak in. That means that
you can be sat in a crowded coffee shop, next to a plane engine
or right by a busy road, and a good pair of noise cancelling
headphones will all but eliminate that external noise.

This can be great for listening to podcasts, audiobooks, or music
that you don't want interrupted by unwanted environmental
noise. It's also especially useful for finding peace and quiet when
stuck at home, which is something everyone can appreciate now
more than ever.

What other features should you look for in

noise cancelling headphones?

Beyond their noise canceling abilities, a good pair of
headphones should offer good sound quality no matter what
you're listening to. While some headphones are better tuned to
certain types of music or audio—and it's hard to tell just how
good some are before listening yourself—you can usually tell
higher quality headphones from weaker ones by the size of their
drivers. Bigger is almost always better.

Comfort is also supremely important. High quality foam
padding in the earcups and a thick headband or ski-goggle style
elastic can go a long way to making headphones comfortable to
wear over long periods.

If you're buying wireless headphones, battery life and charging
speed are worth considering. Some headphones use swappable
batteries to minimize the time you need to spend married to a
wall outlet, though they don't tend to have the best battery life.
The best AirPods Max alternatives offer between 20 and 30
hours on a single charge, with Apple headphones coming in
right around the beginning of that range.

Follow me on Twitter. Check out my website or some of my
other work here. 

Jon Martindale
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