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A Jewish family in 10 Downing Street
UK’s new prime minister has Shabbat dinner every week, supports Israel and is raising Jewish children.

BETH HARPAZ

Save for later

Print this

The UK’s new prime minister Sir Keir Starmer and his wife Victoria enter the prime minister’s residence (Dan Kitwood/Getty Images)
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For the first time ever, 10 Downing St., the official residence of the United Kingdom’s prime minister,
will be home to a practicing Jewish family. 

Keir Starmer, whose wife is Jewish, was sworn in Friday by King Charles III after the Labour Party
won in a landslide. Though Starmer himself is not Jewish, his children are being raised Jewish and
he says the family will continue to gather for Shabbat dinners while he is running the country. 

Starmer has also been a strong supporter of Israel and pledges to fight the surge in antisemitism
that’s plaguing the United Kingdom. 
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Victoria Starmer is a former solicitor, the British term for a lawyer, who now works for the National
Health Service. Her father was born to a Polish Jewish family that arrived in England before World
War II. Her late mother converted to Judaism. 

Friends call her “Lady Vic” but she’s intensely private and has avoided all press despite her
husband’s political triumph. The Starmers are fanatical about maintaining their teenage children’s
privacy, including keeping their names secret. Their son’s name, Toby, did get out, but their
daughter’s has not been disclosed. 

Starmer has called Shabbat a “rock in the week,” describing Friday night dinners, with challah and
kiddush, as “really nice and really special.” 

The Starmers belong to the Liberal Jewish Synagogue in St Johns Wood, in London, which
describes itself as an “inclusive, diverse and egalitarian community” committed to social justice
and welcoming of non-Jewish partners. 

They’re raising their kids “to recognize the faith of part of their grandfather’s family,” Starmer said.
“Just carving out that tradition, that bit of faith on Friday is incredibly important.”

He’s said in the past that he avoids Friday night events so he can spend the evening at home, which
drew criticism from the outgoing Conservative prime minister, Rishi Sunak, and from the
Conservative Party. 

“Keir Starmer has said he’d clock off work at 6 p.m. if he became Prime Minister,” the party posted
on X. “You deserve better than a part-time Prime Minister.”

In response, Starmer said: “I would have thought to anybody it’s blindingly obvious that a Friday
night is quite important in some religions and faiths.”

Starmer made fighting antisemitism part of his platform, and he’s criticized former Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn for Corbyn’s positions. Corbyn once referred to Hezbollah and Hamas as “friends,”
though he later backtracked, and he has supported a boycott of Israel while downplaying the rise
of antisemitism during his years heading the party from 2015 to 2020. 

Starmer even briefly suspended Corbyn from the Labour Party after Corbyn dismissed a report that
found Jewish Labour Party leaders had been mistreated.  

“I can’t tell you how disappointed I was that morning and the response of Jeremy to the report,”
Starmer said. “It fundamentally cuts across all of that work that I had put in trying to make sure that
we could do the right thing by that report.” Starmer pledged “zero tolerance” for antisemitism in the
party and said: “I think we can make up for lost ground.” 

Starmer has said that some of his wife’s family live in Israel, but “Thank God” none of them were
directly affected by Hamas’ Oct. 7 attacks. 

Shortly after Oct. 7, he said he felt a “deep sense of shock” at the rise in antisemitism in the UK,
adding: “We stand by Jewish communities here, and we stand by Israel internationally.” He also
criticized the BBC for refusing to call Hamas terrorists. 

On Oct. 11, he reiterated that “Israel has a right to defend herself and Hamas bears responsibility for
the terrorist acts.” 

More recently, he’s said that “the first and most fundamental thing is getting that ceasefire, ensuring
we can get hostages out,” while underscoring his “steadfast” support for the country. “I will not try
and bully Israel into making concessions that are not in its interests,” he said. “Israel deserves to live
in peace and security.” 

While Starmer said he opposes the notion of Israel annexing parts of the West Bank, he also
opposes a boycott.

His stance has made his family a target for pro-Palestinian protesters. In April, a prosecutor said
that Victoria Starmer was “intimidated and scared” after a demonstration “effectively forced her out
of her own home.”

Pre-election polls predicted that 46% of UK Jews would vote Labour, compared to 30% who
would vote Conservative. That’s a change from the past. In 2019, only 11% of Jewish voters
supported Labour, mainly because of statements made by Corbyn.

However, Labour also lost several seats to five pro-Palestinian independent candidates.

It depends on whether you count Benjamin Disraeli, who served as a Conservative prime minister
during the reign of Queen Victoria. He was the son of Jews descended from Italian Sephardic
families. But his father, Isaac D’Israeli, left his synagogue after a yearslong dispute and had his
children baptised into the Church of England in 1817, when Disraeli was 12. 

Jews were excluded from Parliament until 1858, so Disraeli’s conversion allowed him to pursue a
political career: He was first elected to Parliament in 1837 and served as prime minister in 1868 and
again in 1874 to 1880. 

Disraeli repeatedly put forth a notion of Jews as a superior race. One scholar called him “an open
philosemite” who “never forgot his origins.” But those origins were also mocked and criticized in the
press, where he was called “Chief Rabbi Benjamin” and a “disgusting Jew” and portrayed with a
caricatured nose. 
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Prime Minister Keir Starmer said he was 'concerned' with the situation along Israel's northern
border. The newly elected PM also spoke with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas.

U.K.'s new PM speaks with Israel's Netanyahu, calls for cease-fire and hostage dealU.K.'s new PM speaks with Israel's Netanyahu, calls for cease-fire and hostage dealU.K.'s new PM speaks with Israel's Netanyahu, calls for cease-fire and hostage dealU.K.'s new PM speaks with Israel's Netanyahu, calls for cease-fire and hostage deal
(Haaretz)

    UK seeks balanced position on Israel and Gaza, says new foreign minister LammyUK seeks balanced position on Israel and Gaza, says new foreign minister LammyUK seeks balanced position on Israel and Gaza, says new foreign minister LammyUK seeks balanced position on Israel and Gaza, says new foreign minister Lammy (Reuters)

Britain wants a balanced position on the war in the Middle East and will use diplomatic efforts to
ensure a ceasefire is reached and hostages held by Palestinian militant group Hamas are released,
its new foreign minister David Lammy told Reuters.

Journalist Jonathan Freedland weighs in on what a remarkable landslide victory might mean for
British Jews

After antisemitism scandals, the U.K.’s Labour party regained the Jewish vote. What’s next?
(Forward)

Calls to violence, BDS and Hamas ties: New UK MPs take hardline anti-Israel stancesCalls to violence, BDS and Hamas ties: New UK MPs take hardline anti-Israel stancesCalls to violence, BDS and Hamas ties: New UK MPs take hardline anti-Israel stancesCalls to violence, BDS and Hamas ties: New UK MPs take hardline anti-Israel stances
(Jerusalem Post)

A handful of new British MPs place support for Gaza as their top priority, wear keffiyehs, and shun
Israel. One has a brother who founded an Islamist pro-Hamas org.

Keir Starmer's long game to return Labour to the political center and rid it of antisemitism
paid off and made him the next U.K. Prime Minister. But with Israel and the Gaza war becoming a
wedge issue and the populist right on the rise, worrying undercurrents abound

Jewish voters hope U.K.'s new prime minister can keep antisemitic extremists at bayJewish voters hope U.K.'s new prime minister can keep antisemitic extremists at bayJewish voters hope U.K.'s new prime minister can keep antisemitic extremists at bayJewish voters hope U.K.'s new prime minister can keep antisemitic extremists at bay
(Haaretz)   
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Ian Grinblat 9 July at 10:21 am

Was it Lenny Bruce who said, years ago, that the time is fast approaching when the fact that a man wears a prayer shawl and phylacteries will not bar
him from the White House – unless, of course, he is Jewish.
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